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Sioux Center: growing bright or just growing highways?
Meagan DeGraaf – Staff Writer
Drive north to get to Sioux Falls; go
south for Sioux City. Dordt College students
are accustomed to driving on Highway 75.
Recently, the Sioux Center city council has
been deliberating on planned changes to the
highway running directly through the center of
town.
The city will hold a vote on November 3 to
determine whether or not the current three lanes
should be widened to five. This expansion was
suggested a few years ago, but the community
did not support the idea as a different previous
change had not been a benefit.
New studies say the expansion could help
Sioux Center grow, but townspeople still
have split opinions on the idea. Many argue
that the aesthetic aspect of the town would be
diminished by replacing buildings or greenery
with five lanes of concrete.
“[Better trees and flowers give] a positive
vibe for Sioux Center,” said Carolyn Gradert,
a Sioux Center resident concerned about the
appearance the highway might promote.
Many agriculture students and area farmers
are concerned about the possible expansion.
Not only may land space be minimized to make

space for the new road, the added lanes would
make it more dangerous for workers crossing
the road with tractors or other equipment.
“The agricultural and business aspects
outweigh the possible convenience of the
expansion,” said Wendi Jo Vande Voort, a
sophomore agriculture student at Dordt.
Local businesses are worried about the
development too as their buildings could be
affected by this expansion. If the highway
grows too far, they might have to move signs,
buildings or parking lots.
The Sioux Center United Reformed
Church, which meets in a building close to the
Casey’s General Store, recently underwent an
expansion of its own and plans to further the
growth of their building and parking in the
near future.
Rev. Bradd Nymeyer, pastor at Sioux
Center URC, said the church council is waiting
for the plans to be released. If approved, the
church may be forced to alter their own
expansion plans and, at the least, relocate their
signage and some parking.
Others argue this expansion is necessary to
keep traffic regulated properly. In order to keep
neighborhoods safe, the main highway needs
to operate at the highest level of

productivity.
Students agree,
acknowledging it often
takes longer to get through town
when there are too many drivers
going the same way.
“As this Highway 75 becomes more
congested, the traffic has a tendency to back
up or spread out into our residential areas and
we’d like to keep that main, heavy traffic flow
on Highway 75,” Dennis Dokter, assistant city
manager, said.
One of the controversies here is if traffic

Syria to Sioux Center: Bethel CRC making
plans for refugees

Ashley Huizinga and Ellen Inggrid Dengah –
Staff Writers

Pastor John Lee and member Martha
Hulshof of Bethel CRC recently divulged
ongoing plans to bring displaced and/or
persecuted refugees into the Sioux Center
community through the church.
The American government has approved
the requests of 1500 Syrian refugees to come
over and start a new life in the US. Some of
these refugees will be flown into Northwest
Iowa, after which Bethel will assist them in
settling into the new life and culture of the
Sioux Center area.
Bethel has been contemplating the plan for
some time, but it is still far from complete.
“Everything takes so long, dealing with
international borders and things,” Lee said,
noting that preparation has been a major
hurdle.
Having been a missionary in Nicaragua
with World Renew and having married a
Bolivian missionary child, Lee is familiar
with international ministries. He also spent a
semester abroad in Israel during a graduate
study with Calvin College.
Martha Hulshof is the driving force behind
the project. Having worked with CRWC World
Renew, she has gained plenty of contacts in
the local and international field of missionary
work. Her background has helped her
spread the details of the church’s plan as she
orchestrates the project with hopes of seeing it
come to fruition soon.
“I’ve been contacted how many times,”
Hulshof said. “God’s just opening the right
doors.”
With a sister married and living in Ukraine,
Hulshof is better able to understand the
international situations. Unfortunately for the
refugees, not many Americans can empathize
in the same way.

increases, pedestrians may be exposed to more
danger. It can be hard to cross five lanes of
traffic, so members of the community would
have a more difficult time walking around
town.
These positive and negative points will
all be considered when the voting occurs on
November 3.

Politically
packed
weekend on
Dordt campus
Lydia Marcus – Staff Writer

said. “There’s a real fear in this community of
Muslim refugees.”
In all communities across America, this
stereotype seems to be the case. Terrorism and
violence involving Jihadists pepper the news
with stories and images. Violence has defined
Muslims in the media for the last few decades,
and the public has had little to no contact with
Muslims in a different mindset.
In addition, Sioux Center has historically
had the highest concentration of Dutch
Americans in the county. In recent years,
an increase in the number of Hispanic
immigrants has significantly influenced the
area’s demographics. The addition of Syrian
refugees may further influence the way people
understand diversity and immigration – for
better or worse.
“Helping [the refugees] become part of the
community can’t be forced,” Lee said.
But there are ways that Dordt students can

The State Legislative Forum on Oct. 28
marks the beginning of four days of politics on
Dordt’s campus. Students, participating as an
engaged citizen and voter does not get much
easier than this- the politics are coming to us.
On Oct. 29 to 31, students and community
members have the opportunity to learn about
national politics from a variety of lecturers at
the Iowa Conference of Presidential Politics.
The State Legislative Forum gives students an
opportunity to learn about local-level politics
from six Dordt alumni.
“The federal level of government has
a great deal of power and receives a lot of
attention,” said political science professor
Jeff Taylor. “This makes sense, but under our
federal system much of what occurs in the
realm of public policy still takes place at state
and local levels.”
The visiting alumni include Iowa
State Senator Randy Feenstra, Minnesota
Legislative Assistant Greg Marcus, Wisconsin
State Representative Terry Katsma, Wisconsin
State Senator Devin LeMahien, Idaho State
Representative John Vader Woude and Idaho
State Senator Lori Den Hartog.
Throughout the weekend, these alumni will
visit political science, social work and Core
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Welcome party greets Syrian refugees admitted into the U.S.

“Why don’t more people watch world
news? We just don’t care. Or we don’t want
to care,” Hulshof said. “But as Christians, we
need to know what’s going on [in the world].”
A few main concerns loom over the success
of the project. The unemployment rate in the
Sioux Center area is very low, meaning that
Sioux Center is about the best place to find a
job. However, it is also incredibly difficult to
find affordable long-term housing.
“[I’ve seen] three generations laying on the
floor with no place to sleep,” Hulshof said.
Language proficiency is another issue.
Many refugees and immigrants - documented
or undocumented - don’t speak English as
fluently as their naturalized neighbors. Moving
to Sioux Center involves the long-term
commitment of learning the language - a task
that is not easy for an immigrant who works
full-time in order to provide for a family.
A third issue deals with public perception.
“My concern is perception [in the
community] and reception [of families],” Lee
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Ag ambassadors represent Dordt at The World Food Prize
conference
Allison Young – Staff Writer

On Oct. 14-16, 2015 four Dordt Ag
Ambassadors and an Ag faculty member
represented Dordt College at the World Food
Prize conference in Des Moines, IA. Lori
Roseland, Alli Young, Andrea Borup, Imanuel
Feo and Dr. Dick Joerger manned an exhibit
booth and promoted the Global Ag Summit,
which will be held at Dordt College in March
2016.
Imanuel Feo, a junior plant science major
from Indonesia, attended the highbrow event
in hopes of learning, “How people [in] the U.S.
look at agriculture, poverty and also world
hunger.”
To his delight, an exhibit adjacent to Dordt’s
booth promoted an Indonesian company
called Java Bites that makes dried mango
snacks. Feo enjoyed connecting with the Java
Bites representative and the two discovered
they share mutual friends and speak fluent
Indonesian.
“He helps Indonesian farmers to get more
income, which is really good,” Feo said. “He
said that before Indonesian farmers in that area
only got $2 every day, but now it’s around 5-6
dollars every day.”
When Dordt attendees were not handing
out flyers or exchanging business cards they
attended speaking sessions. A variety of
prominent business leaders, politicians and
academia shared research findings and spoke
in panels discussing current global agriculture
issues, particularly hunger and nutrition.

Photos by Allison Young
Left: (Pictured: L-R) Imanuel Feo, Andrea Borup, Alli Young & Lori Roseland stand with their display table for next year’s Global Agriculture Summit.
Right: Ag ambassadors and Professor Joerger pose in front of The World Food Prize engraving.

“It was a lot of very intelligent people, tons
of information and too short a period of time to
digest it,” Borup said.
A few of the notable speakers included
Chelsea Clinton, Tom Vilsack, Kim Reynolds
and Howard Buffet. Topics ranged from
harnessing the versatility of sweet potatoes to
reducing malnutrition in developing nations to
empowering female farmers who dominate the
agricultural landscape of developing nations.
“I found it really interesting to see the

strong female involvement in agriculture in
other countries and cultures,” Roseland said.
“It was also cool to hear more personal stories
about the problems with the progression of
agriculture in other countries.”
One highlight of the trip included visiting
the World Food Prize Laureate Hall to watch
Eric Pohlman receive the 2015 Borlaug Field
Award. His inspiring words, complimented
by the hall’s ornate architecture, made for an
enjoyable Wednesday evening.

Attending the World Food Prize opened
Dordt Ambassadors’ eyes to the large-scale
efforts companies and individuals make to
alleviate global food insecurity and establish
a more sustainable system of agriculture.
Most importantly, the Dordt representatives
made great connections with potential event
sponsors, attendees, and exhibitors for the
upcoming conference hosted on campus in
March.

Professors
Engineering scholarships result of healthy
divulge
relationship with professional engineers
commonlyheard excuses
Eric Rowe – Staff Writer

Jaden Vander Berg – Staff Writer

College students are not known for their
proper sleeping habits. However, when the
snooze button has been hit one or 12 times or
that 20 minute nap has turned into a two-hour
affair, excuses have to become more and more
creative.
Dale Zevenbergen, a professor in the
business department, talked about his most
commonly heard excuses.
“The excuse is typically that they weren’t
feeling well, but before a break it is often that
their ride is leaving early,” Zevenbergen said.
Explanations such as harvesting and hunting or
fishing have also become increasingly popular
in the Dordt community.
Dr. Barb Hoekstra has heard many excuses
over the years, but her most memorable excuse
has stuck in her mind.
“[A student once said they were] getting
married at the court house in Orange City,”
Hoekstra said.
There has been an increasing number of
‘faux deaths’ among the student body.
“One student claimed to have to travel
home for the funeral of their grandmother,
but the grandmother was very much alive,”
psychology professor Mark Christians said.
When it comes to late assignments,
students fabricate stories such as accidentally
deleting files, sending in the wrong documents
or forgetting altogether; however, social
work professor Erin Olson has had different
experiences.
“Students are usually pretty honest when
they’re late with assignments, telling me that
they’ve procrastinated or are struggling with
writing a paper or just need a little more time
to get it to a place where they can be content,”
Olson said.
Whether an excuse is believable or not, the
most important thing is that it is not overused,
so get creative and use those excuses sparingly.

Fifteen years ago, the companies aware
of Dordt’s engineering program were limited
to those interested in mechanical or electrical
disciplines. The civil engineering emphasis
has helped increase this network with no small
part to student involvement with the American
Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE).
In 2015, the Iowa Section of ASCE awarded
two scholarships and an outstanding senior
award to two Dordt students, junior Breanna
Veltkamp and senior Nathan Reichert. Both
students are officers in Dordt’s student chapter
of ASCE. Veltkamp serves as treasurer and
Reichert is this year’s president.
These scholarships are annual opportunities
that were not available to Dordt students five
years ago. The student club was accepted into
the ASCE organization in the spring of 2011.
The ASCE organization is largely
professional civil engineers who volunteer
their time. When Dordt approached the
Iowa section, Iowa State University and the
University of Iowa had been ingrained as the
only civil engineering programs in Iowa for
so long that, at first, ASCE did not know the
proper procedure for admitting a new club.
The Iowa section was not afraid to learn and
contacted other state sections in order to
accommodate Dordt.
“Right from the beginning they’ve been
excited,” ASCE faculty advisor Justin Vander
Werff said. “They approached us and said they
would like to give scholarships to Dordt as
well as ISU and UI.”
For over 25 years, the Iowa state chapter
has given two scholarships to each of its
school clubs. It extended the same offer to
Dordt, even though there are fewer students in
the club.
“Even though we aren’t a public
institution,” Veltkamp said, “they still care
about our engineering program.”
Dordt has given new life to the broader
ASCE organization. Vander Werff said
one of the benefits for the state chapter has
been geographical diversity. The two state

Photo by Courtney de Wolde
Senior Nathan Reichert and junior Breanna Veltkamp display engineering certificates.

schools in Ames and Iowa City and the large
concentration of civil engineering work in
the Des Moines area resulted in a favoring of
eastern Iowa for group meetings.
As a student chapter, Dordt has an annual
joint meeting with the broader organization.
This usually occurs in Sioux City and provides
an opportunity for ASCE members who would
be unable to travel to the other two student
chapters to interact with students studying
their profession.
“There’s more activity in Western Iowa
from the Iowa Section,” Vander Werff said.
“Engineers who would have fallen off the map
before are being included.”
Dordt’s relationship with the broader
ASCE organization is positive. The underlying
motivation of the secular organization may
not be from the same places, but Vander Werff

says its values are similar to a Christian’s.
“It’s all about serving the public,” Vander
Werff said. “No self-centered initiative.
They resonate with a typical Dordt student’s
approach to engineering.”
Vander Werff has enjoyed connecting with
Christians in the ASCE organization who may
have never thought about doing engineering in
a uniquely Christian way.
Over the course of the school year, Dordt’s
ASCE club invites speakers to present ideas of
interest to civil engineering, oversees Dordt’s
concrete canoe competition, participates in
adopt-a-highway every month, hosts an annual
mini-golf course using rooms in the science
building and helps plan the engineering club
tour, an event allowing students to visit multiple
engineering companies on an overnight trip.

· News ·
Defender
Days recap

Courtney de Wolde and Jaden Vander Berg –
Staff Writers
Dordt’s campus witnessed a flood of parents
and alumni this past weekend during the 60th
celebration of Defender Days. On Thursday,
parents began to arrive on campus in hordes and
most of the festivities began Friday.
Friday began before sunrise at the Business
Connection breakfast. Brian Vos, CEO at The
Wine Group headquartered in Livermore, CA,
presented as the feature speaker of the event.
As the sun began to rise, parents sat in on
Dordt classes, hoping to witness their contributed
tuition dollars at work. To accommodate campus
visitors, chapel moved to Friday and became the
highest attended chapel of the year thus far.
The rainy afternoon then hosted the Small
Music Festival and the Goheen Gallop, and both
were well attended. Evening ushered in the Fall
Music Festival and the first few sports games of
the weekend: men’s volleyball and hockey. The
Blades took on the University of Northern Iowa
and dominated them with a final score of 8-2.
In their first home as a varsity sport, the men’s
volleyball team lost to Briar Cliff in three games.
Late Night with the Defenders, the weekend’s
most popular event, brought the night to a close
as students and alumni filled an energized,
hyped-up De Witt.
The President’s Brunch and Siblings’ Brunch
rang in Saturday’s affairs. Then mid-morning
former Dordt lacrosse players battled the current
team in an alumni game and the alumni rose to
victory.
Victories rolled on for Dordt athletics
throughout the day. Women’s soccer beat
Nebraska Wesleyan 4-1, men’s soccer tied
Nebraska Wesleyan 4-4, hockey won 4-3 against
University of Northern Iowa and the football
team conquered Midland 24-17. Women’s JV
and varsity volleyball teams fought against
Hastings, but both matches ended in a loss.
Saturday evening, Michelle Bekkering spoke
about her experience in international affairs at
the nation’s capital. Bekkering, Dordt’s 2015
Distinguished Alumni, majored in Political
Science and graduated in 1998. The weekend
of celebration ended with an ice cream social
hosted by the Commons.
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Dordt prepares warm
embrace for language lovers
Lydia Marcus – Staff Writer
Communication is a basic human need.
It’s so elementary we often take language and
literacy for granted.
However, some people choose to study
language for a living. These linguists study
the form, meaning and cultural context
of languages. And, sometimes, they write
languages too.
During the week of Oct. 16, Dordt
recognizes the importance of linguists through
its 42nd annual Hug-a-Linguist days.
The highlights of the week look to be
a series of sessions based on the local and
international linguistic experiences of the
following three people:
Ruth Mahaffy graduated from Dordt
in 2013 with a degree in Spanish and ESL
education. Today, she supervises a bilingual
program at the Sioux Center Public Library.
Mélanie Leclerc served in Papua New
Guinea with Wycliffe from 2013 to 2015.
While she was there, she helped develop
curriculums, make story books and train
teachers. She currently studies anthropology in
Canada, but hopes to return to the mission field
when her studies are complete.
Robin Day has taught oral English and
phonetics classes in China. He advocates for
minority linguaculture research, empowerment
and evangelism. His linguistic interests include
Mandarin, Dagur, taboo language and religious
language, to name a few.
The theme of these talks is reflected in the
title of the first session: “The Fun of Learning
New Languages,” Leendert van Beek says,
professor of language studies and the chief
organizer of Hug-a-Linguist Days.
“The world we live in is a global world. We
can become acquainted with what’s going on
in other parts of the world quite easily,” van
Beek says. “[Although] this does not mean that
by seeing what’s going on, we immediately

understand the dynamics of it.”
Junior Eliana Weigel grew up in a bilingual
home, so she has been fascinated by language
from a young age. “I wanted to learn every
language out there in order to communicate
with people from all different cultures and ways
of life,” Weigel says. “I came to realize that
perhaps my dream was a little too ambitious.
So, I decided that the next best thing would be
to understand everything that I could gather
about languages and how they work.”
Linguistics is applicable to a multitude
of fields, so linguists have a lot of flexibility.
Weigel hopes to use her linguistics major and
communications minor to work in the area of
international relations or sociolinguistics (the
study of language and culture). Eventually,
Weigel would like to become a professor of
linguistics.
Weigel especially enjoys hearing the
personal stories of Hug-a-Linguist Days
speakers. “I have learned so much about
practical application of linguistics through
this spectacular event,” she says. “Even if you
are not particularly interested in languages, I
would still highly recommend attending Huga-Linguist Days sessions!”
In order to reach out to a nation which has
not yet heard the gospel, we need to understand
its culture. In order to truly understand a
culture, we need to immerse ourselves in it;
learning the language is just one way to do
this.
“And the areas in which people are needed
are not just in the languages. In order to set up
new communities, you need people who have
studied computer programming, engineering,
mechanics, grocery business, education - you
name it,” van Beek says. “By organizing these
events and by welcoming everybody who is
interested, we hope to generate in students
the desire to learn more about where God is
calling them.”

Photo by Daniel Seaman
Ruth Mahaffy, Bilingual Services Director of
the Sioux Center Public Library, laughs with a
child while playing a game.

Wednesday, Oct. 28 in CL 2246
8:00 am – Robin will speak on
“Loanwords in and out of Chinese”
9:00 am – Ruth will speak on “Right
at Home: Using Language Skills in
Your Community”
10:00 am – Robin will speak on
“Survey of Minority Linguacultures of
Northeast China”
1:00 pm – Mélanie will speak on “The
Connection between Literacy and
Bible Translation”
2:00 pm – Robin will speak on
“Teaching the Myers-Briggs in a
Chinese Classroom”

Presidential chemistry lab uncovered in Virginia leads to
Dordt campus speculation
Courtney de Wolde – Staff Writer
The University of Virginia (UVA) found
quite the surprise while in the midst of their
two-year renovation of their Rotunda earlier
this month.
While knocking down a wall, a chemical
hearth was discovered, part of a chemistry
laboratory built in the mid-1820’s. Earlier in
the 1970’s, two fireboxes were discovered,
also part of this same room, but it was not until
recently that more of the room was revealed.
The laboratory came to existence because
of John Emmet, UVA’s first natural history
professor, and Thomas Jefferson, the founder
of UVA.
“You could almost say in terms of
[Jefferson’s] relationship to the University of
Virginia, he was BJ Haan on steroids,” said
Dr. Scott Culpepper, Dordt college history
professor who recently presented a lecture
focused on Jefferson. “Jefferson was driven by
an insatiable desire for learning.”
Together, in 1823, Emmet and Jefferson
designed a better chemistry facility to be put
in place in the basement of the Rotunda as
Emmet’s original request to have a separate
chemistry building built was denied.
Shortly after Emmet’s death, the laboratory
was sealed up and moved to the southwest
wing of the Rotunda.
Because it was entirely blocked off, the
original lab survived through events such as

the Rotunda fire in 1895 and has remained
preserved almost perfectly. UVA plans to leave
the chemical hearth where it is and turn it into
a permanent display once the renovations are
finished next spring.
Curiosity led to asking a few Dordt
individuals to see if any Dordt architecture
might be hiding its own long-lost secrets.
Dordt junior Brian Bonnema thought back to
his freshman year of living in the dorms and
commented on Dordt’s architecture.
“I feel like there is something in the
basement of East Hall by the laundry room. It
just feels like the layout is missing something,”
Bonnema said.
Moving to Dordt faculty, a few of the
history professors had a lot to say. Professor
Paul Fessler weighed in with his own theory.
“Down in the tunnels of Dordt I hear there’s
rumoured to be a stash of Jim Bos’ posters of
Sarah Fawcett when he was a Dordt student in
the 80’s. I also heard there might be a secret
stash of disco records from Dr. Elgersma
during the 70’s as he was a secret disco fan. At
least that’s what I’ve heard,” Fessler said.
Another Dordt history professor, Dr. Walker
Cosgrove, was honest about the rumors he’s
heard.
“Yes, there are rumors we have Kuyper’s
body preserved in carbonite. Nobody knows
where it is, though; that’s the problem. I would
guess it’s probably in the tunnels somewhere,”
Cosgrave said.

President Hoekstra was the one to finally
unlock many of Dordt’s architecture mysteries.
“On campus there are the tunnels, which
many students have already heard of,”
Hoekstra said. “On top of 55th there is a flat
roof that if we were ever going to have serious
classes during the summer, I would think of
making it a class patio. There is a telescope
and observatory on top of the old section of the
science building. The New World Theatre was
originally a gymnasium with the costume shop
location being the old commons.”
When asked if there is a secret President’s
room on campus, Hoekstra laughed and said
the answer to that is found in the fifth episode
of the famous YouTube channel DC Cribz.
He did say he has an office in his own house
facing the campus and if students were ever
out on an evening Dordt walk and saw the light
on, they were more than welcome to stop by to
say hello and have some cookies.
It’s not often these dramatic historical
discoveries are made, but when they are, they
provide important links to, in this case, UVA’s
history and the importance Jefferson placed on
studying the natural sciences.
“People sometimes tend to go to their
disciplinary corners and say I’m a history
person, I’m a philosophy person, I’m a
biology person,” Culpepper said. “There was
no sense of that among these guys who were
these huge Enlightenment thinkers. They were
all about the integration of knowledge and

doing a little bit of everything. I think that’s
what the university should be, all of us coming
together.”
Culpepper remained ecstatic at the
discovery.
“It’s a good way to remind us of the legacy
of education in America and how pivotal it is
to the foundation of our society,” Culpepper
said.

Contributed photo
Hole in wall that uncovered Jefferson’s chemical
furnace at the University of Virginia.
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Campus discussion continues on gun-control
Allison Young – Staff Writer
In response to recent mass shootings on
U.S. college campuses, Dordt students have
been sharing their reactions the national gun
control debate. In the October 14 edition of The
Diamond, students discussed mental health
and background checks. This continuation
of the debate covers availability of guns to
the general public, analysis of gun control
efficacy in other countries, guns on school
campuses, and how communities can prevent
gun violence.
Private gun ownership under the
microscope
At the core of the gun control debate lies
this question: Is ownership of a firearm an
individual’s basic freedom? Junior Biology
major Anya Kalsbeek believes stricter laws on
gun purchases will not only reduce gun crime
but also reduce gun-related accidents.
“We’re losing people’s lives. Eventually
you have to make a change in legislature so
that all these people can be better educated in
their guns so that those accidents don’t happen
and they can’t access those guns as easily,”
Kalsbeek said.
Senior Jed Terhaar disagrees, comparing
Switzerland and Honduras’ gun ownership
models. Switzerland is among the world’s
highest number of guns per capita, yet the
country has the lowest rate of gun-caused
homicides. Unlike the Swiss, who take pride
and patriotism in owning firearms, citizens of
Honduras passively accept their government’s
denial of gun ownership rights. Honduras is the
murder capital of the world, with 80 percent of

homicides attributed to firearms.
Terhaar believes it is critical to look at the
situation through the eyes of someone plotting
a murder.
“If I was the person who was going to create
a mass shooting, I would be more worried if
more people had guns,” Terhaar said.
Junior Dalton Webster pointed out the
anomaly that is created by taking guns out of
the hands of citizens. His concern was based
on the assumption that people who commit
gun crimes will disregard laws to obtain guns.
“Since when do criminals obey laws?
Chicago has both the strictest gun laws and the
highest murder rate in the country,” he said.
“If people can’t defend themselves, then the
criminals have easy prey.”
Kalsbeek gained a firsthand global
perspective of gun control when she studied
abroad in New Zealand in the spring semester
of 2015.
“Whenever I would talk to international
people, one of the first questions they would
always ask us as Americans was about the gun
control laws,” Kalsbeek said. “In all the other
developed countries, there are gun control
laws and it’s a lot more difficult to get access
to a gun. They’re just incredulous that America
isn’t that way and they’re wondering how we
perceive it as individuals.”
Do guns belong in the classroom?
In response to the Umpqua Community
College shooting, Republican presidential
candidate Donald Trump told USA Today he
would feel more comfortable sending his child
to school if the teacher was armed and trained.
The campus security debate elicits mixed

reviews from Dordt students.
Webster sides with the candidate, believing
that an armed faculty could have reduced the
number of casualties at Umpqua College.
“If someone had been there with a gun to
stop him, it could have ended a lot quicker,” he
said.
Senior education major Tracy Bousema
thinks of this topic in terms of her future in
the classroom. Bousema said any discussion
with the words guns and schools in the same
sentence becomes a touchy subject in Dordt
education classes.
Bousema agrees with Webster that schools
with armed faculty have been known to thwart
potential massacres.
“But there’s also the possibility that
students find out that there are guns in the
classroom and they (the students) can find
them and mess with them,” Bousema said.
“Or, a teacher could get really mad at a student
and go off.”
Kalsbeek, a Texas native, commented
on the recent interest Texan colleges have
expressed in permitting licensed students to
carry guns on campus.
“What professors want their students to
carry guns?” Kalsbeek said. “People could just
make a rash decision.”
Kalsbeek also considered the opportunity
costs associated with funding the mass
distribution of firearms and training.
“Think of the funding that would have to
go into that: A, for guns; B, for the education
of handling those guns,” Kalsbeek said. “How
many lives would that actually save? Could
it be better-funded going towards something

else, like feeding the hungry?”
Lack of community outreach could be a
culprit
Toward the end of a three-way discussion,
Kalsbeek and Bousema, complete strangers
five minutes prior, struck a chord of agreement
on what they believe lies at the core of
America’s mass shooting epidemic.
“I think gun control could also be an issue
of community development,” Kalsbeek said.
“This kid (shooter at Umpqua) didn’t have
any contact with the outside world because he
closed himself off. What could the community
have done to prevent that, as far as reaching
out to him?”
Kalsbeek believes that what “we can be
doing as Christians is reach out to people who
are in the margins—the people that are often
the cause of the shootings.”
“All it really takes is one person to let
somebody know, ‘Hey, I’m here for you,
whatever you’re going through,’” Bousema
echoed. “I feel like, as a society, we don’t
necessarily do that as much as we should.”

Freshman Van Eps takes the Winery CEO puts fresh spin
Godspell stage
on stewardship
Janelle Cammenga – Staff Writer
Most freshmen use their first semester to
adjust to college life. They make sure to figure
out the delicate balance between schoolwork
and a social life before committing to anything
big. But freshman Bethany Van Eps took
a different route when she auditioned for
Godspell, the theatre company’s fall main
stage production.
While Van Eps is not the first freshman to
land a role in the fall semester, she represented
her entire grade as the only frosh student in the
production.
“The first couple [of] weeks, it was weird
because everyone knew each other,” Van Eps
said. However, as practices progressed, she
built strong relationships with the rest of the
cast. Regarding Godspell’s worth as a show
about community, Van Eps agrees it served
its purpose among the actors. She believes
that the laid-back rehearsal process and script,
which called for team building, played a large
part in its success.
When asked if she expected to get a part
during tryouts, Van Eps said she felt hopeful
but did not expect anything. “I used to be a big

fish in a small pond, and now I’m a little fish in
a slightly larger pond. But I thought, ‘Let’s just
try it anyway!’”
Getting a role in the musical took a lot of
time out of her schedule. Practices ran for 3
hours every day except Friday and Sunday.
Though the musical required a huge time
commitment, Van Eps found participating in
Godspell to be a great experience. She believes
it smoothed her transition into college life.
While a freshman’s participation in big
things, such as theatre, in his or her first
semester may sound crazy, Van Eps proves
these experiences to be possible and even
beneficial. Would she recommend this
experience to other freshmen? Absolutely. “It
helps you make friendships with people who
are not freshmen. As soon as I got cast, I felt
like I was welcomed into a group hug. I just
feel so close to all of them.”
As with all good things, however, the
curtain must be drawn.
“I don’t want it to end,” Van Eps said. “I
don’t care if I don’t have free time! [Taking
down] is going to be hard emotionally. Letting
go of the piece of us in every one of our
characters is going to be hard.”

Eric Rowe – Staff Writer
Brian Vos, CEO of The Wine Group, started
his speech at the Defender Days Business
Connections Breakfast on Friday, Oct. 23 with
the intent to make his audience uncomfortable.
Vos, a 1985 Dordt Alumnus, presented a
talk entitled “Stewardship in the Real World:
embrace being a little different.” At the end of
his speech, he admitted he referenced the “real
world” in order to create unease and point to
the fact the Christian world is not separate
from the real world.
Vos presented a simple definition of
stewardship: leave it better than when you
came. This involves valuing creation for the
long term and being cost-minded. Vos had
described cost-mindfulness as treating funds
like your own money, that is until he met
people who get picked up from the airport in
limousines. Now he says, “Treat it like it’s
your best friend’s money.”
“If an expense is not consumer meaningful,”
Vos said, “then why do it?”
As a core value, stewardship sounds good
on paper. But it only becomes practice by
empowering people.
“Creating a culture like this is not a driveby activity,” Vos said.

Bethel CRC making plans for refugees (cont.)
Continued from page 1

get involved in furthering the success of the
project - for example, by participating in
Bethel’s PIECE program which pairs Englishspeaking tutors with non-native speakers. The
pairs meet in short conversational sessions in
order to get the non-natives speakers more
comfortable with hearing and using the English
language themselves.
“If you want to tutor, we always have more

students than teachers,” Hulshof said.
Aside from getting involved in education,
community members can make the transition
easier for refugees and immigrants by
providing a listening ear and a helping hand.
“[There are] 19.8 million refugees
worldwide,” Lee said. “Who’s gonna welcome
them? The body of Christ should be the one to
give them a cup of cold water ... Maybe our
hearts need to be bigger than they are. We can’t
be ruled by fear. If [something happens to me],

I’ll meet my Lord that way.”
As with all bold undertakings, the refugee
project still has a factor of uncertainty. Perhaps
Bethel’s plan will be turned down by the
higher-ups of the political sphere. Still, leaving
the country is not a factor in finding people
in need. Lee echoes this idea with his own
philosophy.
“[When chances to serve are not seen], God
will bring the world to you,” Lee said.

Vos focuses on empowering people through
being performance-oriented and instilling a
sense of urgency in his employees to take risks,
listen to others, seek continuous improvement
and admit mistakes and not bury them. Vos
says integrity is more than just not lying; it is
letting people know what you think.
To emphasize teamwork, Vos shared a
saying from executives at The Wine Group:
“Life’s too short to work with jerks.” In other
words, if employees, suppliers or customers
are selfish and unreasonable, do not work with
them.
“It’s not always possible,” Vos said, “but
it’s fun to talk about.”
Vos spoke from his 25 years of experience
in the wine industry and each of his points
arose from the vision and values of The Wine
Group.
At the beginning of his speech, Vos
compared what people think the wine industry
is – rustic vineyards and elegant wine tastings
– with the reality of his work.
“Try tasting 60 different wines in two
hours,” Vos said. “You want to shave your
tongue with a razor.”
When people visit a winery, Vos likes to
tell them to look for the oil refinery. The wine
process is just as industrialized as turning
crude oil into petroleum.
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The Improvised Life: guide to
building a robotic glitter unicorn
Lauren Bird – Staff
Writer
Life is improvisation.
You never really
know what is
going to happen
next. Yes, you can
make plans and
schedules, but
there are so many
variables you
cannot control.
Such is the
world of theatrical improv. Because everything
is made up on the spot you cannot know
what your actors are going to do or say. To
preconceive or plan ahead about what is going
to happen is a problem because your fellow
actors have different ideas than you do.
Improv is based on offering ideas to your
partner(s) and receiving their ideas in return.

The number one rule of improv is “Yes,
and...”- you accept someone’s ideas and you
add to them. If your partner says, “I’m going to
build a robotic unicorn,” you might say, “Yes,
and…let’s program it to fart glitter when you
push this button.” Then the rest of your scene
is all about building a robotic glitter unicorn.
I believe we should apply this “Yes, and…”
mentality to everyday life. Life gets easier
when you go with the flow instead of acting
grumpy and saying, “This is not going my way
so I’m unhappy about everything.”
Here is a real-life example. You are not
accepted into the grad school you wanted to
attend. (As a senior, I have roommates who
talk about grad school A LOT.) You now have
two options: you can either be angry and give
up on applying to other schools, or you can say,
“Hey, that’s okay! Just because I was rejected,
that does not mean I’m not smart. I can apply
to another place and just keep trying.”
By responding in the second way, you
accept the curveball life threw at you and run

Photo by Luke Venhuizen
(Pictured: L-R) Joseph Van Den Berg, Lauren Bird, Megan Van Den Berg, Daniel Seaman, Ben
Kuiper & Travis Konig create a theatrical scenario.
with it. I can hear some of you whining, “But you to understand. Focusing entirely on your
Lauren! Are you trying to tell us we should small plans may not be the best strategy.
never plan anything? That sounds dumb.” No,
So do not lose your mind when your
I’m not telling you that you should never plan significant other breaks up with you or when
anything- I myself keep a full and organized your parents decide to move to a new state.
schedule. I am simply suggesting we remember Instead, step back and take a good look at how
plans change. After all, if you believe God has you can say “Yes, and...” Make an attempt to
a plan for your life, then you probably also understand how this instant response may lead
believe that His plan is too big and complex for you to grow in unimaginable ways.

The Buffington Post: guns controversy on university and college campuses

Elizabeth Bouwkamp – Staff Writer
The University of Texas Austin campus
hosted the passing of a recent law regarding
the allowance of “campus carry.” Student’s
permissibility to carry a concealed handgun
is not only an issue on the Austin campus,
but is also a widespread concern among
numerous campuses around the country.
Currently, nine U.S. states allow for guns to
be on campus—Arkansas, Colorado, Idaho,
Kansas, Mississippi, Oregon, Texas, Utah and
Wisconsin.
As of Aug. 1, 2016, all those who obtain
a concealed handgun license will be allowed
to carry guns in Texas’ college and university
campus buildings, including classrooms and
dormitories. The new law, S.B. 11, deals solely

with concealed handguns for licensed holders.
Public colleges and universities are allowed to
use their discretion on the specific locations of
“campus carry.”
Justin Stone, a law student with a concealed
gun license, said, “We are not a danger to this
campus. We are not the bad guys you read
about in the news.”
Tina Maldonado, a senior administrative
associate at the campus’ Applied Research
Laboratories, echoes the pro-voice position
with her opinion on the recent shooting at
Umpqua Community College in Oregon. She
asserts some of the deaths in the mass shooting
could have been avoided if other students had
been armed.
However, is allowing more students to
arm themselves in the sparse case of a mass
shooting a just reaction? Will “campus carry”
legislation potentially create more threats for
institutions of higher education? Do students
truly feel safer when allowed to carry a
concealed gun?
More than 600 faculty members on the
Austin campus want guns to be banned in the
classroom. State Representative Allen Fletcher,
however, said the member’s opposition will
not affect the ruling. “They don’t get to make
that decision. The people of Texas get to make
that decision and they already did.” Fletcher
added, “Students 21 years of age and older

have been lawfully and responsibly carrying in
Texas for over 19 years.”
American’s response to the new Texas
law is rather one-sided against the bill. Some
believe the new gun law is part of the gun
lobby—“The gun lobby only cares about the
Bill of Rights to the extent it generates profits
for them. They have cleverly co-opted the 2nd
Amendment as a marketing device.” Another
individual said, “The risk of accidental
discharge, theft, suicide, student lapses in
safety or misjudgment, effects on other student
mentality, or about 100 other problems, FAR
outweighs the possibility that this stupid
21-year-old will ever save the day or protect
himself.”
Wisconsin, another state allowing for
gun carry on campus, now allows schools
to determine the specific terms regarding
“campus carry”. Wisconsin Republican state
representative Jesse Kremer said, “If there’s
a shooting on the campus, I think you want
more guns on the campus — because you want
more bullets flying to actually stop whoever
it is that has started that shooting.” Does this
logic sound prudent or incoherent? I find his
reasoning to be founded on disconnected and
irrational thought.
In the state of Iowa, there is no law in
place to permit or detain gun carry on college
and university campuses. Each college

and university must decide how to address
concealed gun rules. In the Dordt College
handbook, only specific equipment for hunting
is permitted on campus. Students are given
specific instruction to store any equipment in
the safe in the Campus Center. Other items
such as “handguns, long knives, or other
weapons are not permitted at any time.”
As a United States citizen and current
college student living in an age of frequent
mass shootings, I am less than thrilled about
concealed gun carry in student buildings,
dormitories and classrooms. The situation may
be different in a private home, but if allowed
on college and university campuses concealed
gun carry could prove detrimental to safety. If
we are to assume more guns on campus would
allow for more protection, we must also decide
if we believe the majority of college students
to be contemplative, perceptive and judicious
in their ability to handle such a weapon. In
situations of high stress, emotional misbalance
and the proximate influence of drugs and
alcohol, it is safe to say judgment can be
impaired. Anxiety, depression, peer pressure
and thoughts of invincibility are common
characteristics in the lives of many college
students. Allowing for effortless accessibility
to a gun may be nothing more than a situation
begging for disaster.

Caeden’s Corner: no such thing as a free school lunch
Caeden Tinklenberg
– Staff Writer
Ever since he
entered the race
for the Democrat
party nominee,
Bernie Sanders
has electrified the
liberal base. While
he undoubtedly
embraces all of
European socialism,
his latest fantasy is
the “College for All Act.” This act proposes
that any student who has the ability and desire
to receive a higher education, regardless of his
or her background or family income, will be
allowed to attend school for “free.” While the
ignorant salivate, the facts stand: there is no
such thing as a free lunch.
Indeed, the cost of tuition is rising across
the board, exceeding the rate of inflation
by a percent or two every year. A politician
would be foolish to ignore the issue as
education consistently tops the charts for
voting priorities amongst 18-29 year-olds. In
fact, some legislators seek to use the topic as
an elevator up to popular appeal. The most
notable champion of this tactic is Sanders, who
is described in a meme as “that guy who ran for
class president in 6th grade and promised he

would get rid of homework and extend recess.”
There are a few reasons why college costs
are expensive. First, government spending
continues to increase. The funds politicians
provide give colleges more liberty with their
scholarships. Colleges reward more meritbased and fine arts scholarships, and therefore
improve the average quality of incoming
students. Institutions can also increase faculty
paychecks, improve their grounds, improve
the classrooms, etc. In other words, make the
school a place where you would want to go.
So, what? What’s to lose if the government
completely covers the cost of college?
First of all, there would be a large financial
burden on the taxpayer- taxes would rise.
Also, the quality of education would
decrease. While bottom level individuals
would become more educated than before,
top scholars would be robbed of the resources
needed to participate in ground-breaking
discoveries.
When the cost of something is removed, it
becomes devalued; it becomes unappreciated.
I believe this is already happening at many
post-secondary institutions. According to
a 2008 survey by NASPA–Student Affairs
Administrators
in
Higher
Education,
the average first-year university student
spends more time getting drunk than
studying. Students who used alcohol spent
approximately 10.2 hours per week drinking

and 8.4 hours per week studying. Rather than
providing them with a good thing (education)
as originally intended, bad behavior such as
drinking, partying, laziness and complacency
is rewarded. At the same time some student’s
hunger, thirst and desire for knowledge is
undermined.
Finally, the College for All Act fails to
recognize with federal dollars comes obscene
regulations. The university cannot escape
this truth. Picture it: No more architecture.
Concrete. Brick. Dirt. Weeds. Athletics will
suffer. The arts will plummet. Equipment will
become outdated. The water might be hot…
sometimes.
Ivy League schools will also cease to
exist, at least in the magnitude of prestige
they currently hold. Government simply will
not pay for the cost of such high education.
Instead, you should expect a universal standard
of education that is a step above the high school
level. No educator will be paid to teach above
that level and all the top scholars will flee the
country for institutions abroad.
What do you think the government’s
response will be?
A: Government will put sanctions on
emigration so the best and brightest may not
leave. Sounds like Soviet crap to me.
B: Government will allow colleges to
charge above the federal stipend amount.
How is this any different than the status quo?

A smart student who faces a financial burden
barring access to a college education is offered
significant monetary assistance by either the
school itself or the government. The College
for All Act is no better than the status quo
in this regard and is actually worse because
though the net price of top schools would be
the same, the tax burden would be in effect as
well.
C: Government will pay students more
to attend prestigious institutions. Because
demand for the upper level institutions would
skyrocket, the government would be forced
to lock in prices and build quotas for each
institution. To be fair, a national system will
determine who gets to have each level of
education. A centralized admissions process
will override both the authority of institution’s
admission boards and citizen’s buying power
to become the determining factor of their level
of education. Maybe this idea does not shake
you down to the bones the same way it does
me, but consider if you want the government
to decide what level of education you can
have access to. The level of education the
government assigns you also dictates your
occupation and economic status.
So is there such a thing as a free school
lunch?
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Dordt football: building a program

Contributed photo
Dordt College offense lined up in formation against opponent Trinity Bible College.

Christian Zylstra – Staff Writer
Starting a football program from scratch is
never an easy task, and doing it in the toughest
football conference in NAIA makes the job
more difficult. After years of battling and
building, the Dordt College Defenders are on
the right track.
For the first time in program history, the
Defenders have won a conference game in
consecutive seasons. Last year, Dordt beat
Nebraska Wesleyan, 24-20, in a tight matchup.
This year, the Defenders conquered the
Midland Warriors, 24-17.
“The team has improved in all areas,” said
Dordt running back Xavier Caffee. “I can
honestly say that this is the best team Dordt has
ever had. Our offense has been able to move
the ball up and down the field in all occasions.
The score of the game or our record may not
show it, but the responses we get from the

opposing coaches does.”
Dordt College started its football program
in 2007 as a club football team. For one year,
the Defenders prepped and built a roster to
ready itself for varsity competition in 2008.
During that first season, Dordt went 1-10 but
earned its first conference victory in program
history against the Concordia Bulldogs.
In the GPAC continued progress for a new
program is backbreaking; the GPAC has more
teams in the football top-25 (five in the latest
poll) than any other conference in NAIA.
Morningside, currently ranked No. 3, held the
No. 1 ranking earlier this season and has made
the NAIA semifinals three straight seasons.
Doane, ranked No. 6, is one of four remaining
unbeaten teams.
“The teams we will be playing will be
no easy contest,” said Dordt running back
Loken Vande Vegte. “We need to play the best
football we’ve played all season and continue

to run the ball well and keep opposing teams
off the scoreboard.”
With the top-half of the GPAC conference
ranked, winning multiple games a season
is always a challenge. Two wins is the most
Dordt has accumulated in a season (five times
including this year), but the Defenders have a
great opportunity with three games remaining
to add on to an already historic season.
Along with setting a record for consecutive
season with a GPAC win, Dordt beat Midland
for the first time in program history and set
several other individual and team records in its
victory over Trinity Bible on Oct. 10.
“The game plan for Trinity Bible was pretty
simple: ‘stick to our assignments’ and ‘make
good adjustments,’” said Dordt quarterback
Taylan Seaman. “Offensively, we were able
to execute so well because my offensive line
made great adjustments to Trinity’s defenses,
allowing the backfield to make great plays.
Among those team records: single game
scoring record (63), single game rushing
record (483) and single game winning margin
(+50). A team record honorable mention is the
632 total yards of offense, second only to the
691 Dordt put up on Dakota Wesleyan in 2012.
Caffee set an all-purpose yard record for
Dordt (264) and tied school records of four
touchdowns and two receiving touchdowns in
a single game. Jake Brouwer set a new record
going 9-for-9 on point after attempts, and
Taylan Seaman and Caffee combined for the
longest pass play from scrimmage (84 yards).
“Obviously when you can move the ball
that well and score those points, you feel really
good about your team,” said Dordt head coach
Greg Youngblood. “The fact that we were able
to do it with a lot of guys in there, you feel
really good about it.”
As the team shows improvement throughout
the season, confidence continues to rise within
and outside the program. Growth has not
been speedy, but it never is when building a
program. With time, Dordt will prolong its
growth and continue building its program—
even in NAIA’s A1 football conference.

Women’s soccer makes final push towards
GPAC playoffs
Christian Zylstra – Staff Writer
For the first time since 2010, the Dordt
women’s soccer team controls its own
destiny on the path towards hosting a GPAC
quarterfinal match.
During the past three seasons, Dordt’s
women accumulated a total of six points. This
season alone (through Oct. 26), the Defenders
racked up 15 points, a 5-4 GPAC record and a
10-6 overall record.
“This year’s team has so much talent, and
we were able to turn things around because
various people stepped up,” said freshman
forward Kenzie Bousema. “Coach Elgersma
knew we had a tremendous amount of potential
in this year’s team, so he challenged us every
day in practice to work hard to meet our full
potential. I believe this is why this year’s team
has been successful and continues to compete
competitively in the GPAC.”
One of the biggest improvements between
the previous three seasons to this season is the
addition of multiple attacking threats and an
all-conference prototype player.
“We probably have four players you have
to watch on the field as far as scoring goes,”
said Dordt head coach Bill Elgersma. “But
we’ve also improved our midfield dramatically
as far as pass work goes. You can have all the
great scorers in the world, but if you can’t get
them the ball, it’s not going anywhere.”
Nine different players have scored for
Dordt this season, spearheaded by Natalie
Sakuma’s 15 goals.
“Natalie is a very technically sound
player,” said senior midfielder Marissa LeDuc.
“She understands the game and is composed
with the ball at her feet. Natalie has been a
key component in connecting some of our
successful combinations as well as being

Contributed photo
(Pictured: L-R) Raquelle Mouw, Natalie Sakuma & Tori Mann celebrate a goal.

someone to capitalize on created opportunities
when it has mattered.”
Both Sakuma and the team as a whole
have improved drastically on the score sheet.
Finishing was a trouble area last season—
Dordt was shutout in seven of its 10 conference
matches last season alone. This year, the
Defenders scored 37 goals and scored at least
three goals in four of their conference matches.
Individually, three players have scored at least
five goals.
This improvement and increased production
propels Dordt towards one goal: the GPAC
playoffs. Dordt women’s soccer has not made
it to the conference tournament since 2011 and
it has not hosted a quarterfinal since 2010. All
of that could change this season.
As of Oct. 26, Dordt sits tied for fourth
place in the conference standings. The topeight teams make the GPAC playoffs and

the top-four host a quarterfinal. For Dordt to
guarantee itself a top-four finish, it must win
its final two matches of the regular season (Oct.
27 at Mount Marty and Oct. 31 at College of
Saint Mary).
Hosting a quarterfinal match has major
implications that could help push Dordt into
the semifinals. Obvious advantages include the
chance to play a team lower in the standings
and avoid long-distance travel. However,
lesser-known prospective aid lies in Dordt’s
ability to play on their own turf.
“I think the biggest advantage is that
we have a natural surface, and most of the
conference has an artificial surface,” Elgersma
said. “The home-field advantage for us is
huge.”
Four seniors, who have never been in the
GPAC playoffs, 14 first-year players and 10
sophomores- coaches around the conference

Five takeaways
from Late
Night with the
Defenders
Christian Zylstra – Staff Writer

A new school year brings another athletic
season, and as the seasons change and fall
sports near an end, winter sports pick up once
again. To kick off another men and women’s
basketball season, the De Witt Gymnasium
hosted an edition of Late Night with the
Defenders.
The event is meant to be an enjoyable
evening for the Defender fan base, and it
allows Dordt basketball enthusiasts to meet
the players they will be cheering for all season
long. However, there are several observations
to derive from the basketball played. Here are
five takeaways gathered from Late Night with
the Defenders.
1) The women’s team can shoot from
behind the arc. In a conference that claimed
all four spots in the NAIA national tournament
semifinals last year, scoring is a premium.
Abby Chapman is a proven scorer for the
Defenders but several other players on the team
showed some long-range ability as well. Paige
Engbers, Emily Neuman, Kim Kroeze and
several others knocked down 3-pointers during
the 20 minutes of gameplay. Yes, the defense
was more relaxed than the norm of regular
season play, but if Dordt can consistently
knock down open shots from behind the arc,
the women’s team has an opportunity to be
competitive in a difficult conference.
2) Health is key for the women’s team in
2015-16. Last year left the Defender women’s
squad ravaged with injuries up and down
the bench. Several players, including Alissa
Pollema, suffered season-ending injuries.
Those injuries impacted Dordt’s ability to stay
fresh and be competitive on a nightly basis. If
Dordt can stay healthy throughout the majority
of the season, their chance to be competitive
this year will greatly increase.
3) Dalton Franken is back. Franken lit up
the score sheets his freshman year, averaging
15.8 points per game, second on the team only
behind Kyle Lindbergh’s 17.2 points per game.
With a strong midrange game and the ability
to create his own opportunities, Franken was
the go-to scorer Dordt lacked throughout much
of last season. If Franken can stay healthy and
battle through pain, he could be the cog that
pushes Dordt towards the top of the GPAC and
back into the NAIA national tournament.
4) Freshman will have a significant impact
for the men’s team. Five freshmen are currently
listed on the Dordt men’s roster, including
several who could see significant playing time.
Alec Henrickson looks like a born shooter,
and a basketball team can’t have too many of
those. Austin Bykerk and Grant Harkness look
long and athletic and odds are one of those two
starts at the four position come season’s tip.
Harkness, Late Night’s dunk champion, can
out-jump anybody.
5) The De Witt Gymnasium will be a
fortress once more. Dordt lost only three
games at home last season, and the number
may dwindle this season. The best fans in
NAIA reside in Northwest Iowa and they do
not wear red. It goes without saying, but the
student section will be an imposing force once
again and alumni support is unparalleled.
saw this Dordt team in the preseason and
picked it to finish 11th in the conference
standings.
“We believe in each other, our coach and
our purpose,” Sakuma said. “Last year, we
started seven to eight freshmen almost every
game. We were inexperienced, we didn’t know
what to expect, and I honestly don’t think we
knew our potential as a team. This year is
different. We know who we are, what we can
do and are figuring out how to get there. We
are figuring out how to play as a fierce and
functional team; we are playing for more than
just postseason this year.”
GPAC playoffs begin Nov. 3. No matter the
location of the match, you can count on this:
Dordt will play with a chip on its shoulder, and
any team with a chip is a dangerous one.
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Small and large music festivals Godspell post-show
showcase melodic talent
discussion
Janelle Cammenga – Staff Writer
To celebrate the 2015 Defender Days,
Dordt’s music department hosted two music
festivals. The Small Music Festival took place
at 3 pm on Friday and featured the specialty
vocal groups Bella Voce, Kantorei and also
Jazz Band. The Fall Music Festival followed
later in the evening and featured Dordt’s main
musical groups: Campus-Community Band,
Chamber Orchestra, Concert Band, Chorale
and Concert Choir. Both concerts boasted
good audience turnout.
Bella Voce, a women’s choir, opened
the Small Music Festival. The women sang
arrangements of several pop songs, including
“Somebody to Love” and “Best Day of My
Life.” Dr. Ben Kornelis directed most of the
pieces and senior Monica Disselkoen directed
“Be Like the Bird,” a song that starts out as a
solo and ends in a round of five parts.
Kantorei, Dordt’s chamber choir, followed
Bella Voce’s performance and performed
several unique pieces. Among the most
memorable were “Quantum Materiae,” the
lyrics of which translate to “How much wood
would a woodchuck chuck if a woodchuck
could chuck wood,” and a Latin arrangement
of “Old McDonald Had a Farm.”
Jazz Band followed with “Autumn
Leaves,” “Taking a Chance on Love,” “JaDa,” “Anything Goes” and “Critical Mass,”
and all included instrumental solos by talented

performers.
At the Fall Music Festival, CampusCommunity Band kicked off the evening with
“Kentucky Sunrise,” then played selections
from Hugh M. Stuart and Frank Ticheli.
The Chamber Orchestra followed up with
pieces from Vivaldi and Svendsen. Their third
selection, “The Creaking Tree,” required the
instrumentalists to make their instruments
squeak. Prior to the song’s performance,
director Dr. Bradley Miedema warned the
audience to anticipate the noise.
Concert Band then took the stage with
“Dance of the Jesters,” “Intermezzo” and
“Funiculi- Funicula Rhapsody.”
The 90-member Chorale sang “Exulatate
Justi in Domino” – a Latin arrangement of
Psalm 33 – along with Handel’s “Oh, Love
Divine,” a Samoan folksong and a gospel
song.
Concert Choir followed up with Handel’s
“Zadok the Priest,” “The Deer’s Cry,” and
“Weeping Mary.” Shannon Vander Berg sang
a solo for the piece “Only in Sleep.” Then
the men of both choirs combined to sing an
arrangement of “Nearer, My God, To Thee”
and the women of both choirs joined them
to finish the night with “O What a Beautiful
City.” Towards the end of the piece the
audience began to applaud, but Kornelis led
the choirs in a jubilant breakdown ending. The
audience applauded again, summoning the end
to an evening filled with music.

Pep band energizes crowd at
Defender Days football game

Lauren Bird – Staff Writer
Due to the perceived controversial nature
of Dordt’s most recent production, Godspell,
director Teresa Ter Haar and dramaturge
Megan Ludens decided that a post-show
discussion after the showing on Saturday,
October 17.
“We thought it would offer those interested
in the issues surrounding the show to come
and interact about the production. It would
also give Megan and I a chance to talk about
our process a bit. We haven’t held a postperformance of a mainstage in a while and
both of us felt this is a production that needed
one,” Ter Haar said.
Ludens acted as the moderator for the
discussion time. While she hoped that a
conversation would spark on its own, she
did have some questions prepared just in
case. These questions included topics such
as what the show seemed to be saying about
relationships, what the purpose of the piece
was, and the process that the actors and
designers went through.
In addition to Ludens leading the discussion,
Ter Haar and a few of the cast members were
in attendance as well. Chris Geels, who played
Judas, was one of the actors who shared his
process. He explained that he could not be
completely into his character while doing what
he had to do to Logan, who played Jesus. Ter
Haar had a time of “cool down” after each
rehearsal so that actors could “take off” their
characters and leave them behind, since some
had taxing characters to play.
Ludens and Ter Haar wanted this discussion
to help people understand how the theatre
department works.
“We wanted to explain the choices and
creative measures that were made with this
show. As a Reformed school, we are called
to reform all areas of creation, and Godspell

Photo by Shannon Spargo
(Pictured: clockwise from bottom-left) Anna
Krygsheld, Kyle Fossé, Logan Radde & Chris
Geels belt the lyrics of a song from Godspell

is something we felt needed some attention,”
Ludens said.
Most shows that Dordt produces do not
need this kind of post-show discussion, but
Ter Haar hopes that discussions can still take
place.
“I hope that the success of this discussion
will spur more for different reasons. I could
see a discussion of Lazzi [Dordt’s spring
mainstage] revolving more around style and
adaptation issues. We are doing theatre at
an academic institution - so a well-planned
post-show discussion fits right into what we
are trying to do. It takes someone to give it
some shape, do some planning and make good
strong decisions about how it should happen,”
Ter Haar said.

Beasts of No Nation review
Kyle Fosse – Staff Writer

Photo by Daniel Seaman
The Dordt dance team joins the pep band in celebrating Dordt football success.

Meagan DeGraaf – Staff Writer
Football games become more exciting
when there is a band playing fight songs to
cheer on the team and excite the spectators.
Many colleges have these bands to play at all
their sporting events, but Dordt is still trying to
grow to rival bigger colleges.
One of the ways they accomplished this
was by putting the talented pep band to use for
the Defender Days football game. With many
alumni, parents and visitors on campus, the
football team’s game generated a large turnout.
These spectators were able to hear the pep
band play at a football game for the first time,
which resulted in a great game and more fun
for the attendees.
The band plays a wide variety of music,
from Fall Out Boy to classic 80’s rock to the
Dordt College alma mater. Because of the
diversity in musical styles, all types of viewers
could appreciate the band’s performance.
Every time the football team scored, there
was not only an eruption of cheers, but music
as well. The band also played when the team
made a good play or got a first down.
Dordt won the game 24-17, which made the
experience more enjoyable for the musicians
and those listening. A win makes the team
members feel accomplished and the musicians
feel energized.
One of the biggest difficulties in recruiting

pep band to play for sports lies in scheduling.
Pep band is not like the concert or community
bands in that there is no set schedule of events
for members. Last year, the pep band played
mostly at basketball and volleyball games,
but they wanted to expand the variety of
performances.
The pep band is directed by Katy Wilson,
a junior music education major. She is
studying choral and instrumental education for
K-12 students and sees directing the band as
beneficial work experience.
Playing in a pep band is much different
than a concert band because musicians must
always be prepared and watching the game.
Something exciting could happen at any
moment, and the players need to be aware
of what is happening so they can play the
appropriate tune in response.
This method of supporting athletic teams
is a great way for students to connect with
one another even when they have different
interests.
Pep band meets every Wednesday night,
and they are always looking for interested
musicians who are excited about supporting
Dordt’s athletic programs through music.
There is no requirement of being in another
band on campus, so anyone interested should
speak to Katy Wilson about how they can use
their musical talents for the benefit of Dordt
athletics.

Visceral. Mesmerizing. Unforgettable.
The film chronicles the story of Agu
(Abraham Attah), a young child soldier in
the throes of civil war in an unnamed African
country. After watching most of his family and
village die at the hands of military insurgents,
Agu is picked up by “The Commandant” (Idris
Elba), who takes him under his wing in order
to train him up as a soldier.
The theme of innocence in the film is gutwrenching as we watch a boy fight against his
childhood to impress the Commandant – to
be “his boy.” Elba’s portrayal of the character
makes for a terrifying place of solace amidst
the turmoil. In his impeccable performance,
he commands respect and attention. He owns
the screen and captivates the audience. He is
both despicable and fascinating; repulsive
and commanding. In a warped sort of way, he
genuinely cares for his troops. At times, I had
to fight against the urge to sympathize with
him.
Atta’s performance is terrifying. I had to
grapple with the morality of putting a child
through that sort of role. His transformation
from a completely relatable child playing
games with his friends to a heartless “beast”
was both chilling and heartbreaking. The very
topic of child soldiers is sensitive at best,
but between Cary Fukunaga’s direction and
Attah’s performance, it blares out like a siren.
The director made a bold choice to avoid
using white people as characters in the movie.
Very few films set in Africa do this. The result
was not an anti-white sentiment, but rather an
avoidance of the topic – the movie is not about
race. It is about the characters, their struggles
and their story.
And their story is not easy to stomach.
There were definable moments when I

thought to myself, “This is the kind of movie
I could walk out of.” But I knew I could not.
Something about the artistry of both the story
and cinematography kept me glued in place.
It was near the end, when Agu talks about
normality, that the severity hit me. He has seen
so much, done so much. There is no hope for
the boy he once was. How could there be?
“Beasts” is Netflix’s first foray into featurelength films. Having versed themselves in the
world of award-winning TV shows, they are
looking to make a similar splash in movies.
Their first attempt is powerful, moving and
sure to turn heads.
How far should we be willing to go to tell
a story? “Beasts” goes far. At the same time,
though, it is a good story – both technically and
by way of outcome – so long as you are willing
to endure everything that happens between the
first and last few minutes. The film gives little
more than a glimmer of hope.
But there is a glimmer.
So, while people will still complain,
reasonably, about the stereotypical portrayal of
war-torn Africa, this film is not about Africa.
It is a film about Africans. It is storytelling at
its finest. It does not have to be fundamentally
about anything outside of the characters. It is
a story. Take and learn from it what you will,
but it is a story about a boy, his hope and his
journey.
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Humans of Dordt College

“

Seth Weirup, freshman

I met this girl at the state fair while
I was working there. There was a cabin
that all the guy employees stay in and girls
aren’t supposed to go in. So I see this girl go
into this cabin with one of my friends. I’m
freaking out and then run to see what’s going
down and to ask my friend why a girl was in
the guys cabin. He said because she’s injured
and needs first aid. Manly Seth kicked in and
it was Dr. Seth to the rescue. She had a blister
on her foot from wearing shoes without
socks. I grabbed a first aid kit and saw there
were no bandaids in it. Everything else, but
bandaids. So I took some duct tape and gauze
and wrapped up her foot. I then proceeded to
write a prescription:
1) Soak foot in water
2) Rewrap foot
3) Call Dr. Seth.
After that, we hung out a few more times at
the fair. It was awesome.

“

Photo by Kayla Scholten
“This artwork is a workstudy project that I was assigned from art Professor David Versluis.
The background piece was created by the Arts in the Prairie Festival, with special thanks to Kit
Drennon, Lance Wunderink, and the Art Senior Seminar Class. Along this piece is the quote from
‘The Road Not Taken’ by Robert Frost.” –Christina Chahyadinata

Politically packed weekend
on Dordt campus (cont.)
Continued from page 1

399 classes and attend a lunch hosted by the Dordt College Republicans. At 7:00pm in SB 1606
they will participate in a panel discussion and give time for a Q&A session. Alumni will share
their professional experiences and personal Christian perspectives on the political process.
“We have 18,301 alumni and countless parents and friends of the college that support Dordt
College,” said Brandon Huisman, chief organizer of the forum. “The forum is an opportunity
to bring six of them together who serve in politics and learn from their stories. They have been
called to public service in politics and campaign to represent the interests of others—it’s a great
responsibility and a worthy calling.”
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